
 

 
 

 

  

 

350 W Fir Street, Sequim, WA 98382 
360.582.3200 Office 360.681.8543 Fax  Office Hours: 7:30 AM- 3:30 PM 

Becky Stanton, Principal  Shelley Jefferson,  Assistant Principal 

No School—Winter Break 
December 23, 2019—January 3, 2020 

Helen Haller Elementary 

December 2019 Parent Newsletter 

Our Mission: 

We believe every  

student can be  

successful— 

no exceptions!  

Inclement Weather/School Delayed Start & Closure 

This is the time of year when weather can become a factor in the decision to delay the start of school or even close 

school.  Inclement Weather/School Closure Information can be found on the District website.  A letter from Dr.  

Robert Clark, Interim Superintendent, was sent to school families in early November with all pertinent information.  

Take a few moments to  familiarize yourself with procedures for school opening on a 2-hour delayed start time and 

school closures.  Check to make certain we have current contact information for you and your family in case the  

District sends out notification of a delayed start or school closure.  In the case of icy roads, school buses 

may need to travel on modified routes.  This decision will be indicated in the District’s notification  

messages.  Snow Bus Routes are posted on the District website under Transportation. 

Respectful * Responsible * Safe 

Dear Haller School Community, 
 
December is a short month for us in that we have only fifteen days of school before winter break.  In this 
newsletter we have included staff recommendations for continuing learning with 
your student during winter break. 
 
With temperatures dropping, please make sure your student comes to school 
dressed appropriately for the weather.  Remind your student to check for their 
missing jacket in our school’s Lost and Found. 
 
We are a team—families, students, staff members, the community at large— 
and we are united in helping our students to be successful! 

Have a happy and safe winter break!  We will see you back here on  
Monday, January 6, 2020! 
      Becky Stanton, Principal 
    

Photos:  At the October 31 Cougar Call-Out assembly in the cafeteria, students sang the 

Haller Heart Song, directed by music teacher Laura Lorentzen.   

The assembly celebrated good attendance and positive behaviors.   

Assistant Principal Shelley Jefferson and Counselor Jennifer Saul performed a skit to 

demonstrate appropriate behavior during Cougar Cave, where students  

exchanged Cougar Call-Out currency earned from good behavior  

for games, puzzles, and more.   

http://www.sequimschools.org/departments/transportation___bus_routes/inclement_weather-_school_closure_information
http://www.sequimschools.org/departments/transportation___bus_routes/snow_bus_routes


 

Library Link  

Kids are more motivated to read if they see the adults in their lives reading, 

too! Set aside a daily time for the whole family to read together. Winter break offers 

the perfect opportunity to indulge in a good book!   

Also, check out their schedule of children’s events 

 at www.nols.org. 
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 Sheri Kruckeberg/Teacher Librarian 

skruckeberg@sequimschools.org or 360.582.3280. 

Kindergarteners Sawyer Bushy and 

Rebekah Abken enjoy comfy spots in 

the library for reading their books. 

Parents can go to the Haller School’s webpage 

and click on Zearn for math practice.  Each strand 

of math is included under each grade level.   

Parents are encouraged to go the Eureka Math and create a 

parent sign-in. There are homework helpers and other  

resources that will help with Eureka Math homework.   

There are several other free online games for math, 

 including Prodigy and Cool Math.  Some require parents to 

register and create a sign-in.   

ssuryan@sequimschools.org 

360.582.3231 

i-Ready, full of learning activities and games, is 

available to students from home through the 

School District’s website at 

www.sequimschools.org under Links.  However, be aware 

that Diagnostics or Growth Monitoring exercises 

 should only be done at school.   

bsmith@sequimschools.org 

360.582.3231 

From Math Interventionist Sheri Suryan 

TumbleBooks are a great reading resource for  

children of all ages and can be accessed from home or 

anywhere through our school website.  

On the Helen Haller Elementary School webpage, hover 

over Library and click on TumbleBooks for multitudes of 

story books, read-alongs, non-fiction,  

videos, language learning,  

playlists and puzzles and games. 

From Reading Interventionist Betsy Smith 

Keeping Your Child Engaged in Learning Over Winter Break 

What are you reading?  Above photo:  Teacher  

Librarian Sheri Kruckeberg is reading  

The Next Great Paulie Fink by Ali Benjamin.   

Noah Andrzejeski is reading the 2014 edition of  

Ripley’s Believe It or Not, and Piper Thurston is reading 

Wonder by R.J. Palacio.  Both students are fifth graders in 

Meredith Vincent’s class. 

Zearn can be accessed through our Haller webpage and 

builds deep understanding and a love of learning math for 

all students.  Zearn follows the same curriculum as our  

Eureka math. Math Chats and Learning Labs are utilized  

during independent digital lessons.  On the Haller School 

webpage, click on Zearn located under Links. 

Your student can sign in with their email or 

username and password. 

Reading Idea:  Going on a driving trip over winter 

break?  Take reading on the road. Don’t forget to pack 

a paperback for the journey or try an audiobook.   

Audiobooks offer a novel way to re-visit a much-loved 

title or try something new.  Audiobooks also offer a 

way for the entire family to share the  

experience of a great story! 

Math Idea:  With younger kids, find math opportunities 

in everyday activities such as grocery  

shopping and cooking. 

Library Idea:  Don’t forget to check 
with the Sequim Library, a great free 
resource for the entire family,  for a 
great selection of reading material, 

DVD's, music CD’s, audio books  
and more.   

https://www.nols.org/sequim/
http://www.sequimschools.org/
https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/BooksList.aspx?categoryID=77
https://www.zearn.org/


 

 

Visit our website at hhe.sequimschools.org! 
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Left:  Paraeducator  

Dianne Sullivan  

assists Diego Moreno  

in the computer lab 

with a reading  

assignment. 

Haller Happenings 

Right:  Kindergarten  

teacher and super hero 

Lorrie Corder in  

pink cape and hat for  

National Pink Out Day for 

Breast Cancer Awareness!   

Left:  Renee Mullikin wanted to show her students how they could make 

something delicious to eat from gleaned fruit delivered 

 by Clallam Gleaner Kathy Strozyk.   

The second graders carefully cut up apples to bake in a slow cooker.   

Taking turns processing the cooked apple through a food mill, students 

were intrigued with the transformation of apples to applesauce  

and enjoyed the fruits of their labor! 

Above:  Science on Wheels came to Haller in late October. The interactive lesson, called 

Blood and Guts, is an outreach of the Pacific Science Center. Students in Kindergarten, 

grades 1 and 2 attended an assembly in the cafeteria, then cycled through a classroom in 

small groups to take part in interactive learning stations.  They became Cellular  

Science Investigators and learned about systems and organs of the Human Body.  

Thanks to the Sequim Education Foundation for funding this educational event, and to 

parent helpers who assisted students at the learning stations. 

Above and right: Carolyn Luengen and Emily Ellefson’s third graders participated in 

a lesson on Blood and the Human Body: The Skeletal System.  To make the exercise 

as realistic for the students as possible, the teachers, dressed in scrubs, concocted a 

supply of realistic-looking fake blood by mixing together corn syrup and cherry Kool

-Aid.  Desks and tables were pushed together and covered in white paper to create 

operating tables.  Plastic Halloween skeletons were laid out on operating tables to 

represent patients.  Medical gloves, face masks, hair nets and official name tags 

were required gear for the students-turned-surgeons to wear for the lesson. 



 

 

Visit our website at hhe.sequimschools.org! 
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From the Nurse 

Due to the Sequim Valley Lions’ dedication and concern for our students’ visual health, your child may have received 

Plusoptix Vision Screening in their classroom recently. The Lions program is a VERY important  

resource for Sequim school students. Thanks to David Blakeslee, Lions Vision Program Planner, and  

Sequim Valley Lions for all the time they volunteered in helping to complete  

our annual school screening (WAC 246-760-020)!  

Health services is also performing the hearing acuity screening. If your student had concerns  

with either vision or hearing screening, families will be notified and a referral for an exam will be sent home in the mail. 

 

 

Photos:  In October the entire school participated in a WA Shake Out earth-

quake drill.  Teachers reviewed drill procedures and discussed possible  

scenarios with their students. At the commencement of the drill, students 

took cover under tables and desks for one minute, then lined up and  

practiced evacuating the building.  “We took an informal poll in our class and 

found that 6 out of 19 students have discussed emergency plans at home 

and have family plans in place,” said Grace Folstrom from Jaysa Hill’s  

fourth grade class during a debrief discussion. 

What do your child’s eyes look like? 
Eyes don’t line up; one eye appears  
crossed or looks out 
 

Eyelids are red-rimmed, crusted or swollen 
 

Eyes are watery or red (inflamed) 

How does your child act? 
Rubs eyes a lot 
 
Closes or covers one eye 
 
Tilts head or thrusts head forward 
 
Has trouble reading or doing other close-up work,  
or holds objects close to eyes to see 
 
Blinks more than usual or seems cranky when  
doing close-up work 
 
Things are blurry or hard to see, squints eyes or frowns 

What does your child say? 
“My eyes are itchy,” “My eyes are burning” or “I 
can’t see that very well.” 
 
After doing close-up work, your child says, “I feel  
dizzy,” “I have a headache” or “I feel sick/
nauseous.” 
 
“Everything looks blurry,” or “I see double.” 

If one or more of these signs appear,  

take your child to an eye doctor right away. 

 

From Sign of Possible Eye Trouble in Children 

 PreventBlindness.org 

Signs of Possible Eye Trouble in Children 

 Sonja Bittner, RN/Sequim School District Nurse 

sbittner@sequimschools.org  

or 360.477.7728 

 Cherie Hendrickson/Haller Health Clerk 

cherson@sequimschools.org  

or 360.582.3239 

https://nationalcenter.preventblindness.org/sites/default/files/national/documents/fact_sheets/CB10_Signs_Children_PBA2011.pdf


 

  HELEN  HALLER  HEART  SONG    

Life can get you down, no doubt about it. 
Trouble all around to push and crowd it. 

Come, we’ll let our music help to ease our mind. 
The joy of harmony is what we’re bringing.  

Happy, cheerful songs are what we’re singing. 
Gather all around for one exciting time! 

 

At Helen Haller, we rock!  
And this isn’t just talk! No, no, no! 

We are gonna make this year the very best! 
At Haller, we are a team! 

We are more than we seem. 
We will work and learn until it’s time to rest. 

 

With the Big Three, and Kelso’s Choices, 
We will succeed - just hear our voices! 

We are Kids At Hope right from the start! 
Let’s all do our part!  Let’s all do our part! 

Here’s a Haller Heart!  
      Yeah! 
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Music by John Lorentzen, lyrics by Laura Lorentzen, recorded arrangement by Mark Lorentzen. 

For information regarding citizen complaints related to  

federal programs, please visit the following link: 

Citizen Complaints—Federal Programs 

https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-grant-management/

closing-educational-achievement-gaps-title-i-part/citizen-complaints-

federal-programs  

https://www.k12.wa.us/policy-funding/grants-grant-management/closing-educational-achievement-gaps-title-i-part/citizen-complaints-federal-programs


Upcoming Events  School Hours 

Monday - 9:15 AM - 2:45 PM 

Tuesday—Friday - 8:15 AM- 2:45 PM 

5th Grade Essay Contest 

Sequim Elks No. 2642 hosts an annual 

Americanism student essay contest to 

promote patriotism among young people.   

Contest entries are due by Dec 14. 

This year’s theme is “What Does Freedom 

Mean to Me?”   Mary Himley and  

Meredith Vincent will work with grade 5 

students in early December. 

Highly Capable Program 

Information Night for those interested in 

learning more about referrals/identification 

for the HiCap program is  

 Wed, Dec 11 @ 6:30 PM 

at Sequim Middle School, room 809.  

Dec 2—Jan 31 is HiCap referral period,  

and referrals are due Jan 31. 

Sequim High School’s  
All School Play, 

Twelfth Night or What You Will  
by William Shakespeare, directed by  

Ashley Kramer, with performances on Dec 5, 
6 & 13 @ 7 PM, and Dec 14 @ 2 PM & 7 PM 

 in the SHS Auditorium. 

Nondiscrimination statement:  Sequim School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color,  national origin, 

age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access 

to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Title 

IX, and Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator: Dr. Robert Clark, rclark@sequimschools.org, 503 N Sequim Ave, Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3262, and for Section 504/ADA 

Coordinator, Matt Duchow, 503 N Sequim Ave, Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3402, mduchow@sequimschools.org. 

Dec 2—School Board meeting @ 6 PM in Board Room 
Dec 10—Haller PTO meeting @ 6 PM in library 
Dec 11—HiCap Information Meeting @ 6:30 PM, SMS room 809 
Dec 12—4th Grade Choir Concert @ 7 PM in SHS Auditorium 
Dec 14—5th Grade Elks Essay contest entries due 
Dec 16—School Board meeting @ 6 PM in Board Room 
Dec 21—Winter Solstice 
Dec 23—Jan 3—NO SCHOOL/Winter Break 
Dec 24, 25—District Officed closed, Boys & Girls Club closed 
Dec 31—District Office closed 
Jan 1—District Office closed 
Jan 6—School resumes, School Board meeting @ 6 PM in Board 
Room 
 

 

...the best and most beautiful things in the 
world cannot be seen nor even touched, but 

just felt in the heart. 

Helen Keller (1880—1968) 
American Writer, Activist 
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Attendance is important because students are  

more likely to succeed in academics when they  

attend school consistently! 

From Meredith Vincent/Student Council Advisor:   

Penny Wars raised $673.50 towards playground equipment and upcoming 

student council events!  Second grade won the most points for pennies collected, 

and fifth and fourth grades raised $97.98 and $95.51 respectively.   


